REVEALED TRUTH.                       10$

out excuse, and to have taken the initiativ^ in
hardening his own heart.                              7^

As this is one of the difficult passages of Scrip-
ture, so called, it may not be amiss to attempt re-
moving that absurdity which has been affixed to
it by infidels, and the ridicule that has been drawn
out by inadequate exposition. The first question
here is this: Were the miracles of Moses and
Aaron and those of the Egyptians of the same
kind, or were the former genuine, while the latter
were the effects of magic or the devil? The his-
tory is so plain upon the subject, that without any
reasonable doubt they were all alike genuine, all
alike the product of divine power. To maintain
that the miracles of these servants of God were
true, and those of the magicians false, all alike
being designated in the narrative as real miracles
without a hint to the contrary, is to throw the
greatest advantage into the hands of the infidel,
who finds in the Old Testament, as he thinks, an
arsenal of weapons for swift destruction to the
claims of Revealed Truth. It is to say that the
character of the men determined the character of
the miracles, and not God. It is to say that the
magicians, by a mysterious influence of their art
over the air, light, and organs of vision, deceived
Pharaoh and the Egyptians, making them believe
that they saw things which did not exist; it is to
say, with the same breath, that they wrought no
real miracle, and that they produced what was
equal to the greatest of them; for it may be con-
fidently referred to any man of common under-
standing, if a greater miracle could be supposed